
8 FEATURES
LAVOZDEANZA.COM

“Lego Batman” is the movie we deserve, and 
the one we needed. After years of dark Batman 
movies, “Lego Batman” is a humorous and 
sometimes absurd treat for longtime fans and 
first-timers that will have you leaning forward 
in your seat, longing for the next scene.

It takes everything you could have ever 
wanted in a Batman film, and then adds on 
extras. Lesser known Batman villains? Check. 
Batgirl and Robin? Check. Dastardly plot that 
would end the world as we know it? Check. Oh 
and, constant jabs at Superman? Check. It’s all 
there. 

It’s able to balance Batman’s lack of social 
skills and perceived self-importance into a 
character we feel sympathy for.

Directed by Chris McKay, the film is a spin-
off of the well received “The Lego Movie,” 
featuring the same voice actor for Batman, Will 
Arnett.

On the surface it looks like a traditional 
Batman animated film for kids that was Lego-
ified, but it’s much more. The film makes itself 
accessible to newcomers who aren’t familiar 
with the extended Batman Family like The 
Riddler, Poison Ivy, and even the Condiment 

King.
The Joker sets up his character by explaining 

his relationship with the Batman for those not 
yet familiar with the jester, while Alfred adds in 
backstory of Bruce Wayne’s childhood.

The plot focuses on relationships and family – 
setting itself apart from The Dark Knight trilogy 
that eschewed family and focused on saving the 
city.

The only disappointment was the lack of 
creative Lego use. “The Lego Movie” utilized 
Lego building in creative ways integral to the 
plot. However until the very end in “Lego 
Batman,” there were probably three or four 
scenes that depended upon the use of Legos, with 
none of them being crucial to the progression of 
the story.

It did not detract from the film though, as 
“Lego Batman” made up in other ways. The 
use of music from the ‘70s and ‘80s gave it 
nostalgic feeling, similar to the “Guardians of 
the Galaxy,” as well as included a snippet of 
everyone’s favorite pop song: “Everything Is 
Awesome!”

For the hardcore DC Comics fans, there’s 
references to just about every Batman movie, 
the rest of the Justice League, and even rival 
Marvel hero Iron Man.

“Lego Batman” espouses the value of Legos 
– just as you can play Legos with anyone and 
everyone and have a great time, this film is 
exactly the same. Take a friend or your entire 
family, it’ll be two hours well spent.
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“FUTURE” is now, and it’s business as usual for Future Hendrix. 
The Atlanta rapper released his fifth and self titled album, the first 

of 2017.
“Mask Off” is definitely one of the highlights of the Album. Future 

lays down bars over a flute Metro Boomin beat, rapping about his 
come-up from broke trapper to his now-lavish lifestyle. “Mask on, 
f--- it, mask off,” he raps, referring to the braggadocio he uses as a 
figurative mask. 

Taking it off the reveals the true, vulnerable emotion that shows up 
in his music. It’s one of my favorites on the album.

In “Poppin Tags,” Hendrix spits about his wealthy buying habits 
over a Southside-produced beat. His verses are chock-full of strong, 
“ooh”s that resemble moans, mimicking the reaction eager customers 
have upon finding an exquisite piece of clothing, jewelry or Bentley 
Continental GT. This is definitely a song that should be blasted in the 
car at high volume while “hitting them folks.”

“When I Was Broke” tells the tale of a girl who held her man 
down, even though he was dirt poor. Future’s lyrics dance well over 
Zaytoven’s trademark piano keys, and as a result, this is one of the only 
songs on the album that’s not meant to be blasted at a high volume. 

If I had to describe this track, it would be the type of Future track that 
you would raise a lighter to and sway back and forth, while shedding 
a tear or two.

This is a solid Future project, but it’s not on the same tier as 
“Monster,” “56 Nights,” and “DS2.” It’s not going to win over new 
fans like the old three albums do, but if you’re already a fan of hustler 
Future, this is something you will most likely enjoy. 
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Falsely accused of animal cruelty in January before its premiere 
and cleared recently in February, “A Dog’s Purpose” faced heavy 
cutbacks in viewer attendance ever since its debut on Jan. 27. I 
figured I would break my own assumption of the false hashtag, watch 
the film and form my own review. 

It is unfortunate that the movie ran into a wall right before its 
premiere, repelling many movie watchers. Those who did watch the 
film will agree that it is a tear-jerking movie for any dog-lover.

Universal Pictures publicized their trailer in August 2016, 
introducing a story line between a high schooler and his loyal 
dog. However, five months later, right before its premiere, a cell 
phone video surfaced on social media targeting the film, with 
“#movieanimalcruelty” accompanying it. 

Many, including myself, cancelled plans to watch it and turned to 
other movies instead. 

From January to February, crew members were investigated for 
animal cruelty charges and were cleared of accusations in February. 

I have never owned a dog, but I am definitely a dog-lover. I will 
gladly give any corgi on the street 5 minutes of my day.

However, although the movie powerfully evokes several emotions, 
“A Dog’s Purpose” is cliche. Most of the scenes are too cheesy or 
similar to other movies for my taste. 

“A Dog’s Purpose” has the typical scenes that other dog movies 
have. Dog is abandoned and picked up? Check. Dog accidentally 
causes a mess in the house? Check. Dog’s health deteriorates? 
Check. Dog is euthanized somewhere in the plot? Check. Dramatic 
transitions? Check. 

Sidenote: why bubbles? You do you, editors.
There was nothing particularly different about “A Dog’s Purpose” 

aside from the cool fetching trick that the dog does by vaulting off 
of its owner’s back to catch a flat football, but that’s it. Nothing 
different. It’s like any other dog movie.  

Although it was a movie that was up to par with other dog movies, 
it did not excel expectations. No unique factor came into play. 
However, if you are a dog-lover and you are looking for a movie like 
“Marley and Me” that will make you cry, you found it.
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The movie we needed, and deserved
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